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June 20, 2019 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
RE: Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) FY19 BUILD grant application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Colorado Association of State Transit Agencies expresses support for RFTA’s FY2019 
BUILD grant proposal to construct a Regional Transit Center (RTC) in Glenwood Springs, 
Colorado, providing transit operations and mobility management in Garfield Pitkin and Eagle 
Counties.  
 
CASTA represents over 60 transit agencies in Colorado. We recognize the need to renovate and 
expand the RTC and other transit infrastructure throughout the State. RFTA is the second largest 
transit agency in Colorado and the largest rural transit agency in the nation. The State of 
Colorado provides the highest amount and rate per capita of rural transit trips in the U.S.  
 
The RTC project fully aligns with the BUILD Program’s goal to invest in infrastructure that will 
make a positive impact throughout the country, particularly in rural areas. We ask USDOT to 
consider BUILD grant funding for this worthy proposal. 
 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Ann Rajewski 
Executive Director 
 
  

 







October 28, 2019 

The Honorable Elaine Chao Secretary, US 
Department of Transportation 1200 New 
Jersey Ave, SE Washington, DC 20590  

RE: Roaring Fork Transportation Authority ((RFTA) FY19 BUILD grant application  

Dear Secretary Chao, 
 

I am writing to you to reiterate state support for RFTA's project to upgrade its over-capacity 
maintenance facility into a regional transit hub, supporting RFTA's current and future 
transportation services that connect residents to jobs, healthcare, education, and other 
destinations. In addition to the important benefits this project provides to mobility in rural 
Colorado that were emphasized in an earlier letter from our sister agency (CDOT), we would 
like to emphasize the role of this project in supporting a transition to electric buses. 

One of the unique aspects of this application is the support that this will provide for a key state 
priority of transportation electrification. The state of Colorado faces significant air quality 
challenges, including a likely redesignation of much of the front range from moderate to severe 
nonattainment of federal ozone standards, and the state has adopted legislative goals of 
reductions in carbon pollution. In order to address these challenges, the Polis administration is 
dedicated to moving Colorado's electric grid to 100% renewable sources by 2040, and to 
electrifying cars, buses, and trucks. 
 
Colorado has put significant policy and financial support behind this, with the passage of 5 
electric vehicle bills during the last session, significant state investment in EV infrastructure and 
to support tax credits for electric cars and grants for electric buses and trucks, as executive 
order aligning state agencies to support zero emissions vehicles, and the adoption of a state EV 
plan that sets goals for EV and electric bus adoption. 
 
 RFTA’s plans for fleet and facilities, including the Regional Transit Center project, are important 
steps towards these state goals. This year, RFTA will initiate a Battery Electric Bus (BEB) pilot 
program consisting of 8 BEBs. As RFTA gains experience operating electric buses, the agency 
intends to transform at least one-third of its fleet to BEBs. They have local funding from a 
recent tax election that will help support this transition, and have strong support from their 
primary local utility, Holy Cross Energy. The transit hub will be designed with the infrastructure 
needed to evolve with this change in fleet technology. This is critical, to avoid much higher 
expenses for retrofits in the future. 
 
In summary, this project supports the state’s energy and transportation goals, and we urge 
favorable consideration of this Build grant application. 



 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Dr. William Toor 
Executive Director, Colorado Energy Office 
 
 
 



October 28, 2019 

The Honorable Elaine Chao Secretary, US 
Department of Transportation 1200 New 
Jersey Ave, SE Washington, DC 20590  

RE: Roaring Fork Transportation Authority ((RFTA) FY19 BUILD grant application  

Dear Secretary Chao, 
 

I am writing to you to reiterate state support for RFTA's project to upgrade its over-capacity 
maintenance facility into a regional transit hub, supporting RFTA's current and future 
transportation services that connect residents to jobs, healthcare, education, and other 
destinations. In addition to the important benefits this project provides to mobility in rural 
Colorado that were emphasized in an earlier letter from our sister agency (CDOT), we would 
like to emphasize the role of this project in supporting a transition to electric buses. 

One of the unique aspects of this application is the support that this will provide for a key state 
priority of transportation electrification. The state of Colorado faces significant air quality 
challenges, including a likely redesignation of much of the front range from moderate to severe 
nonattainment of federal ozone standards, and the state has adopted legislative goals of 
reductions in carbon pollution. In order to address these challenges, the Polis administration is 
dedicated to moving Colorado's electric grid to 100% renewable sources by 2040, and to 
electrifying cars, buses, and trucks. 
 
Colorado has put significant policy and financial support behind this, with the passage of 5 
electric vehicle bills during the last session, significant state investment in EV infrastructure and 
to support tax credits for electric cars and grants for electric buses and trucks, as executive 
order aligning state agencies to support zero emissions vehicles, and the adoption of a state EV 
plan that sets goals for EV and electric bus adoption. 
 
 RFTA’s plans for fleet and facilities, including the Regional Transit Center project, are important 
steps towards these state goals. This year, RFTA will initiate a Battery Electric Bus (BEB) pilot 
program consisting of 8 BEBs. As RFTA gains experience operating electric buses, the agency 
intends to transform at least one-third of its fleet to BEBs. They have local funding from a 
recent tax election that will help support this transition, and have strong support from their 
primary local utility, Holy Cross Energy. The transit hub will be designed with the infrastructure 
needed to evolve with this change in fleet technology. This is critical, to avoid much higher 
expenses for retrofits in the future. 
 
In summary, this project supports the state’s energy and transportation goals, and we urge 
favorable consideration of this Build grant application. 



 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Dr. William Toor 
Executive Director, Colorado Energy Office 
 
 
 



Roaring Fork Transportation Authority 

2307 Wulfsohn Road 

Glenwood Springs, Colorado  81601 

Phone: (970) 384-4974  

Fax: (970) 384-4937 

www.rfta.com  

http://www.rfta.com/








  Board of County Commissioners 
970-328-8605 

970-328-8629(f) 
eagleadmin@eaglecounty.us 

www.eaglecounty.us 
 

 

500 Broadway, P.O. Box 850,  Eagle, Colorado 81631 

 
July 14, 2019 
  
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
  
RE: Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) FY19 BUILD grant application 
  
Dear Secretary Chao: 
  
The Eagle County Board of Commissioners supports RFTA’s FY2019 BUILD grant proposal to construct a Regional 
Transit Center (RTC) in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, providing transit service in Eagle County, as well as Garfield 
and Pitkin Counties.  
  
RFTA provides over 5 million transit trips per year, mostly for work-related purposes. The VelociRFTA Bus Rapid 
Transit system, initiated in 2013, operates along the 40-mile State Highway 82 corridor between Aspen and 
Glenwood Springs, intersecting Garfield, Eagle and Pitkin Counties. During peak commuting hours, passengers 
enjoy 10-minute service intervals or better, and often reach their destination faster than they would in a private 
automobile. 
  
As population and employment increase, RFTA anticipates that ridership will increase at least 25% over the next 
twenty years. This Regional Transit Center will be needed to address the expansion of RFTA’s fleet, and 
maintenance of technologically-advanced and diverse transit buses.   
  
The RTC project fully aligns with the BUILD Program’s goal to invest in infrastructure that will make a positive 
impact throughout the country, particularly in rural areas. We urge the USDOT to award BUILD grant funding for 
this worthy proposal. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
 
Eagle County Board of Commissioners 
 

                       
Jeanne McQueeney    Kathy Chandler-Henry   Matt Scherr 
Chair     Commissioner    Commissioner  

mailto:eagleadmin@eaglecounty.us
http://www.eaglecounty.us/








 
 
July 2, 2019 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) FY19 BUILD grant application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
The Aspen Skiing Company supports RFTA’s FY2019 BUILD grant proposal to construct a 
Regional Transit Center (RTC) in Glenwood Springs, Colorado.  
 
RFTA has been crucial to the mobility, economy, environment and quality of life in Pitkin 
County, which is home to the ski mountains of Aspen, Snowmass, Buttermilk, and Aspen 
Highlands. The natural beauty and recreational opportunities in our community in partnership 
with the White River National Forest attract millions of visitors annually from all over the world.  
 
I can say unequivocally that RFTA is an essential partner in how our guests and employees get 
around. We like to think Aspen Snowmass is one of the few places in the U.S. where a guest will step 
out of a five-star hotel and happily board a public bus. That’s a testament to how well RFTA runs its 
operations. RFTA’s safe, affordable and convenient transit services are also integral to the region’s 
economic sustainability. It is estimated that 30% of all Aspen-bound workers, and the majority of our 
workers, arrive by RFTA bus.  
 
The state of mobility and economy in this region is dependent on the quality and capacity of 
RFTA’s core facilities. We ask USDOT to fund this worthy proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Mike Kaplan 
President & CEO 







 

Town of Snowmass Village  P.O. Box 5010, Snowmass Village, Colorado 81615   970.923.3777   www.tosv.com 

 

July 10, 2019 

 

The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
RE: Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) FY19 BUILD grant application 
 

Dear Secretary Chao: 

 

The Town of Snowmass Village supports RFTA’s FY2019 BUILD grant proposal to 
construct a Regional Transit Center (RTC) in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, serving as 
the foundation for transit operations and mobility management throughout the three-
county region.   

The Town of Snowmass Village is the heart of the world class ski area, Snowmass. The 
County’s natural beauty and recreation opportunities attract millions of visitors annually 
from all over the world. RFTA service is essential to transporting skiers, visitors, 
employees, and residents on the two-lane Brush Creek Road to and from Snowmass, 
and to other destinations. The rate of transit use of Snowmass residents and workers is 
among the highest in the region. According to 2014 Regional Travel Patterns Study, 
approximately 38% of all workers commute to Snowmass Village by transit, and 
approximately 48% of our resident’s commute to work by transit. 

 

The current and future success of our transportation system is highly dependent on the 
condition of the RFTA’s core operational facilities, such as the RTC.  We ask USDOT to 
dedicate BUILD grant funding to this worthy proposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Markey Butler 
Mayor 
Town of Snowmass Village 





 
 

State Senator 
BOB RANKIN 
Colorado State Capitol 
200 East Colfax Avenue, Room 346 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
Office: (303) 866-5292 
Email: bob.rankin.senate@state.co.us 
 

Member: 
Appropriations Committee 
Joint Budget Committee 

SENATE 
STATE CAPITOL 

DENVER 
80203 

 

 
 
 
July 14, 2019 
 
The Honorable Elaine Chao 
Secretary, US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
RE: Roaring Fork Transportation Authority (RFTA) FY19 BUILD grant application 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
I am writing to express my support for RFTA’s FY2019 BUILD grant proposal to construct a 
Regional Transit Center (RTC) in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, providing transit service in rural 
Garfield County, where my Senate District is located, and into Eagle and Pitkin Counties.   
 
In 2017, RFTA provided critical transportation management and mitigation to Garfield County 
during the reconstruction of Grand Avenue Bridge, with free transit service along the roughly 45-
mile stretch of the I-70 corridor, from Glenwood Springs to Parachute.  
 
Over the next twenty years, most of the employment and population growth in RFTA’s three 
county service region will likely be in Garfield County, particularly along the I-70 corridor 
between Glenwood Springs and Parachute. RFTA has committed to increasing the level of 
transit service in the I-70 corridor to consistent, 30-minute headways during the peak morning 
and evening commute times, which will be a boon for transit passengers, particularly workers. 
Renovation and expansion of this facility will be needed to ensure that RFTA’s increasingly 
modern, diverse and sophisticated buses are stored and maintained properly, and to ensure 
that RFTA can expand its bus fleet to meet future growth and demand.    
 
The RTC project fully aligns with the BUILD Program’s goal to invest in infrastructure that will 
make a positive impact throughout the country, particularly in rural areas. I urge the USDOT to 
award BUILD grant funding for this worthy proposal. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
State Senator 






